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GEELONG FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB Inc. acotszosr 


WELCOMES VISITORS and NEW MEMBERS 
Website: http://member.austasia.net/-gfnc 


We are fortunate to live in an area containing some of Australia's richest and 
diverse ecosystems. We appreciate our natural environment and look 
forward to sharing this enjoyable interest with visitors and new members 
at Club activities. There are over 70 organised events to which you can 
become involved. 


Geelong Field Naturalists participate in 

- conducted field trips to local areas of natural significance 

- illustrated presentations by leaders in natura! environment subiects. 
- bushland, coastal and alpine campouts ` 

- flora and fauna surveys 

- conservation proj 

- exhibitions displaying aspects of our local environment 


Many of us are leamers and observers, some are experts in their fields. 


Since 1961 our Club has been influential in protecting the diminishing 
natural environment. We are actively involved in the development and 


We meet at 8 P.M. at the hail behind Clairvaux Catholic School, 
Reynolds Rd Belmont, where we have monthly group activities. 
Melways reference 465 D2 


General Meeting Usually an illustrated talk by specialists on a wide range of 
natural environment subjects, e.g. land forms, plants, birds, animals, 
insects, marine/aquatic/shore life, stars/planets, rocks, weather, 
earthquakes, etc., followed by discussion. Members are encouraged to 
share their nature study observations and bring items to put on our specimen 
table for exhibition and/or identification. 1* Tuesday of month. 

Contact: Alison Watson Ph.52661087 


Plant Group: Members share and develop their knowledge of plants in a 
relaxed and friendly way at discussion sessions and field trips. 

2™ Tuesday of month. 

Contact: Dick Southcombe Ph.52433916 


_ Bird Group: Specialist speakers, bird counts, identification of species, 


sharing and discussing observations of birds and bird behaviour . 
3™ Tuesday of the month. 
Contact: Barry Lingham Ph.52554291 


Mic Week Bird Excursion: Haií day walk io nearby birding locations. 
Mia Meek bird Excursion: | 

3” Thursday of the month. 

Contact: Polly Cutliffe Ph.52440182 


Biodive Workshop Group: From Arachnids and Amphibians to 
Zooplankton and Zebras; in fact anything that is not a bird or plant. 

4" Wednesday of the month. 

Contact: Ade Foster Ph. 52439478 or Dennis Greenwell Ph. 52437047 


Mammal Survey Group: This group camps out four times per year, 
surveying local areas to establish the mammal species present. The GFNC 
has a survey permit from the Deparment of NRE to trap and release small 
mammals. 

Contact: Trevor Pescott Ph. 52434368 or Madeline Glynn Ph. 52486332 


Details of dates and Club activities are listed on the 
reverse of this page. Complete information details are 
published in the “Geelong Naturalist” ( GFNC monthly 
publication) in the month prior to the activity. 


STATEMENT OF PURPOSES 

(1) To stimulate the study and appreciation of natural history by: 
(a) Lectures, discussions and excursions to areas displaying 
features of ecological interest 


(b) Taking part in ecological surveys and field studies from time to 
time. 

(2) To preserve and protect Australian Flora and Fauna 

(3) To issue statements and comments on proposals regarding the 


management of areas of ecological significance, in order to aid the 
conservation of natural resources and the protection of 


management of many local Reserves and Parks; tree planting and endangered species and habitats. 

environmental weed control are ongoing projects. We carry out flora and (4) To faithfully record information, to disseminate knowledge and to 

fauna surveys for various authorities and environment groups. Our fine act as a source of information and opinion on matters relevant to 

record on conservation issues has eamed the respect of government and the Association's purposes. » 

community organisations. 4 

— ——— _ _————— _ ——n.———— ————_————_——_—— 
MEMBERSHIP RATES 2001/02 


All members receive copies of the Monthly "Naturalist" magazine at meetings or by post. 


Supporting member $41.00 
Joint/Family member $41.00 
Corporate member $36.00 


Annual Geelong Bird Report $5.00 ($6.00 if posted) 


Ordinary member 
Junior/student member (under 18) $7.00 
Subscriber to monthly publications only 


$31.00 


$26.00 


Extra donations gratefully accepted 


A receipt will be posted if requested. Make cheques payable to the Geelong Field Naturalists Club Inc. 


Please complete the details on the reverse of this tear-off slip. 


GEELONG FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB INC. 


PROGRAM OF ACTIVITIES 


JUNE 2001 

5 General Meeting: “Cats & Predation” Sue Hutchings 
8-11 SAFN Society Campout- Flinders Ranges 

8-11 Mammal Group Campout — Barramunga 


Leader:Trevor Pescott 
12 Plant Group Workshop 
17 Excursion: Organ Pipes Exford Weir 
Leader: Donna Wood, Joe Hubbard 
19 Bird Group: “Birding in Vietnam” Susan Myers 
21 Mid Week Bird Excursion 
26 Biodiversity Group: Workshop Meeting 
29-1 JULY Winter Wader Count 
JULY 
3 General Meeting: “VFNC Fauna Group” Raymond Gibson 
10 Plant Group Workshop 
15 Excursion: Swan Island & Sand Island 
Leader: Barry Lingham, Peter Bright 
17 Bird Group: “Birds of the Murray Valley’ Chris Tsaros 
19 Mid Week Bird Excursion 
24 Biodiversity Group: Workshop Meeting 
AUGUST 
7 General Meeting: Members Night. 
14 Plant Group Workshop 
TBA Boneseed Pull; You Yangs 
16 Mid Week Bird Excursion 
19 Excursion: Inverleigh Common 
Leader: Gordon Mc Carthy, Dave King 
21 Bird Group: “Reedy Lake Survey” Trevor Pescott 
28 Biodiversity Group: Workshop Meeting 
SEPTEMBER 
4 General Meeting: “Aboriginal Land Management and Use of 
Plants in SE Australia” - Beth Gott 
11 Plant Group Workshop 
16 Excursion: Ted Errey Nature Circuit 
Leaders: Dick-Southcombe, Nola Haines 
18 Bird Group: “Rosellas of the Geelong area” John Bottomley 
20 Mid Week Bird Excursion _ 
25 Biodiversity Group: Workshop Méeting 
OCTOBER 
2 General Meeting: “Pakistan Scientific Baseline Study” 


David Morgan 
TBA Boneseed Pull; You Yangs 


9 Plant Group Workshop 
16 Bird Group “Short-tailed Shearwaters” Barry Lingham 
18 Mid Week Bird Excursion 
21 Excursion: Lerderderg Gorge 
Leaders: Alison Watson, Marilyn Hewish 
23 Biodiversity Group: Workshop Meeting. 
26-30 VFNCA Campout - Halls Gap 
NOVEMBER 
6 General Meeting: “Aquatic Plants” - Nick Romonowski 
13 Plant Group. 
15 Mid Week Bird Excursion 


November continued next column 


18 


20 


27 


2001/02 


NOVEMBER continued 

Excursion: Finding the source of Hovells Creek 

Leaders: Vernon Cohen, Diana Primrose 

Bird Group: “Birds seen from Lismore” Mike Sturmfels 8 Robert 
Hughes 

Biodiversity Group: Workshop Meeting. 


DECEMBER 2001 


2 Challenge Bird Count 
4 General Meeting: Members Night. 
11 Plant Group. 
JANUARY 2002 
12/13 Campout: Lake Catani, Mount Buffalo 
Leader. TBA 
15 Bird Group. Finding more of our hard birds [Team effort] 
17 Mid Week Bird Excursion 
19 Saturday 1/2 Day Excursion. Barwon River 
Leader: Ray Baverstock, Valda Dedman 
TBA Summer Wader Count. 
tad 2002 
General Meeting: “Reptiles and their habitat” Ron Waters 
sa Plant Group Workshop 
17 Excursion: Melba Gully, Moonlight Heads, Mutton Bird Island, 
Sherbrook River 
Leaders: Bernie Franke, Trevor Pescott 
19 Bird Group: “White-winged Choughs” Valda Dedman 
21 Mid Week Bird Excursion 
26 Biodiversity Group: Workshop Meeting. 
MARCH 2002 
5 General Meeting: “Fungi” Tom May 
9-11 VFNCA Campout Rowsley 
12 Plant Group Workshop 
17 Excursion: Otways: Fungi 
Leaders: Claire Greenwell, Ade Foster 
19 Bird Group: “Birding in Ecuador “ Margaret Cameron 
21 Mid Week Bird Excursion s 
26 Biodivers!iy:Grour: Workshop Meeting. 
APRIL 2002 
2 Annual General Meeting. Members Night. 
9 Plant Group Workshop 
16 Bird Group: “Which of our birds are in trouble?” Marilyn Hewish 
18 Mid Week Bird Excursion 
21 Excursion: Alcoa Wetlands & Reedy Lake 
Leader: Margaret Cameron 
23 Biodiversity Group: Workshop Meeting 
MAY 2002 
7 Gen. Meeting: “New ideas on Victorian Geology” David Taylor 
14 Plant Group Workshop 
16 Mid Week Bird Excursion 
18 Excursion: Lake Corangamite, Stoney Rises 
Leaders: Joe Hubbard, Colac SGAP 
21 Bird Group: “Birds from the inside out, part 3” Craig Morley 
28 Biodiversity Group: Workshop Meeting 


MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM 


Please detach and forward to: THE HONORARY TREASURER, G.F.N.C Inc, P.O. Box 1047, GEELONG 3220 


See over for subscription rates. Type of Membership 

NAME  Dr./Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms Supporting Member Ordinary Member 

ADDRESS Joint/Family Junior/Student 
Corporate Member Publications Only 
Geelong Bird Report Bird Report Posted 

Contact Phone (B) (A/H.) Donation $ Please send receipt 
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CLUB EXCURSION — MAY 20 


Melbourne Aquarium and Botanic Gardens 
Leaders: Ade Foster and Dave King. 


The May excursion will be a guided tour through the Melbourne Aquarium followed by a walk 
through the contentious Botanic Gardens after lunch. 


The bus will be leaving from the Club-rooms at 8.30 am. 
Note the earlier than usual start time. 


Costs are: Bus $5.00, Aquarium $15.00 — $17.00. Gardens - no charge. If you need a seat on the 
bus please let Ade know tonight - seats are limited. If you plan to attend and are making your own 
way by car or train, please let Ade know as soon as possible. Phone 5243 9478 before Friday 11th 
May. 


Numbers must be confirmed one week prior to the date to aliow Aquarium staff to be allocated. If 
you don't let Ade know you may not be eligible for the group concession or a spot on the guided 
tour. 


NEWS BITES! 


Once again we have no President or Vice-President; we are also two Committee members short. Diana 
Primrose mentioned whilst chairing the AGM, that some Field Naturalist Clubs have folded in recent 
years because of the lack of interest from their members in being on the Committee. It would be a 
shame if we joined them. 

Bernie Franke reported that the meeting with Liberal Members of Parliament at Spring Creek Torquay went well, 
lots of good arguments were presented and were well received. 

Ralph Baldwin donated 7 Volumes of The Emu Vol. 2 — 8 1902 — 1909. The Committee wishes to thank him on 
behalf of the Club. 

The CoGG Draft Open Spaces Network Study needs commenting on before 9th May. 

Good Behaviour Guidelines are being developed for Rock Platforms on the Barwon Coast. Please contact 
Barry Lingham or Graeme Tribe if you have any ideas. 

CoGG is to put signs at Balyang Sanctuary to educate the public about OS of not feeding the ducks. 

The GFNC Nature Guide is going to be reprinted. 

The signs for the Ted Errey Nature Circuit are progressing with an extra grant of money from VENCA to help 
cover the shortfall caused by GST. GFNC has been working in conjunction with Friends of Brisbane Ranges 
and Parks Victoria on this project. 

Earth Systems Pty Ltd Environmental Research & Consulting have written to us about their Environment Map of 
Australia which presents factual data aimed at increasing awareness and knowledge of Australia's environment. 
It reflects the key environmental issues that face Australia today and explores the changing status of our 
landscape. If you would like further information ring Nigel Murphy 03 9205 9515 or visit their website 
www.earthsystems.com.au (See letter and map on display at May General Meeting.) 

An early notice: Launceston Field Naturalists Club will host the next Australian Naturalists’ Network Get 
Together, Saturday 9th until Sunday 17th November 2002. There will be four Pre and Post Meeting tours, and 
everyone is invited! 


Our speaker tonight will be Dr Tim New. 


Tim is Professor of Zoology at Latrobe University. He has taken a very close interest in the Ant Blue Butterfly (our Club’s 
emblem) especially at Mt Piper, Broadford as well as Ocean Grove Nature Reserve where we think it is now extinct. 


Tonight's subject will be about developments in butterfly conservationand the Eltham Copper Butterfly in particular. 


Please remember that your subscription 
was due on 3 April, 2001. 
For more notices 


see pages 3 & 13. ...See the Treasurer’s Report on page 7. 


MAY DIARY 


... Joe Hubbard 


Expect Newstead and Muckleford 
Forest to feature in the Diary. Son 
Cameron, long time participant in 
family excursions to the 
wildernesses of Geelong, has taken 
over the motel in this small town. 
This provides a great base for an old 
F.N. like me to take in the flora and 
fauna of the goldfields area. 

As I write this, a shout from Val 
who is sitting at the kitchen table, 
letter writing. ‘It's hissing down!” 
‘What?’ “There's water trickling 
down on the light.’ And it was — 
literaily hissing down. So up inside 
the roof with trouble light, all-clear, 
and for a time not appreciating the 
lovely follow-up rain. 

Back to Newstead. You don't often 
find a gecko on your telephone 
book, but there it was — small, grey, 
line of pale orange spots from head 
to tail. And there was the mouse, 
which wasn't a mouse, which came 
in with an armful of wood. 
Interesting stuff! 


2.5.99 Newtown 

The passage of the Yellow-faced 
Honeyeaters. Cold, foggy morning 
with a half-hearted sun. Small 
groups passed through, then a 
trickle of tail-enders. Probably 150 
in all. Mixed in were a few White- 
naped Honeyeaters. As in other 
years, they used the same route 
westwards towards the river, even 
to using the tall poplar as a brief 
resting spot. 


7.5.00 Fyansford 

I's always good to see the first for 
the season — in this instance Flame 
Robins. lve seen them here before 
— open, small lots of land, fences 
and nearby cover — good robin 
environment — but the first burst of 
flame red of the breast is 
remarkable — stunning. Val calls it 
coral red. You really suck in your 
breath when you focus your glasses. 

Well, they were here — 7 of them at 
least — 3 males and the rest the hard 
to see browns of females and 
immatures. 

We had just decided to move on 
when we both heard a rapid, 
cackling call, knew it was hawk, 
couldn't locate, then saw 3 belting 
along low, in the small valley below 


ee 
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us. | said display — then noticed 
one was different, slimmer 
winged, so changed tune to 2 
Brown Falcons putting off an 
intruder — which | couldn't identify. 
All white underneath according to 
Val — | thought dark coloured top. 

Near pub in treed reserve, 
flowering gums and feeding birds 
— lorikeets (not identified) and 
honeyeaters. A few Red-rumped 
Parrots fed on the ground — lovely 
colours. 

On the riverbank, framed by 
autumn leaves, a Nankeen Night 
Heron rested up. 

Several Little Pied Cormorants 
(yellow beak) rested on 
midstream boulders. 


11.5.99 Newtown 

Morning — a crisp, autumn 
morning with the sun just 
caressing the top of the tall trees 
around us. From one of them 
comes the call, repeated, of a 
Golden Whistler. 

| hear the call of a White-naped 
Honeyeater and catch a glimpse 
of it as it takes off from the tall 
poplar. 

A flock of about 20 Musk 
Lorikeets fly swiftly and noisily, 
south to north, heading for 
blossom after a night in their 
roosting tree. 

From the top of the cypress, a 
Little Raven, head pushed 
forward, and throat hackles rising, 
‘ark arks’ across the rooftops. 

Two Mudlarks dogfight briefly 
then one undulates off, into its 
antiphonous song. 

High up, somewhere, Magpies 
are aggressively into their calling, 
telling everything that there are 
raptors around — and sure 
enough, 2 Little Eagles are 
circling. Soon one passes high 
overhead, wings slightly folded, 
into a shallow dive, increasing 
speed. 

And not to be left out, about 30 
Wattlebirds, head purposefully 
westwards. 


11.5.00 Breamlea 
Searocket can be relied upon to 
welcome the beach traveller with 
its mauve flowers (book says 
pink). We passed several plants 
in the most wind-swept of places 
— right on the seaward edge of the 
beach vegetation. 

Criss-crossing lines of small bird 
footprints suggesting waders 
could be around — further up the 
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beach we found a few Red-capped 
Plovers. 

Two Black-shouldered Kites 
quartered the beach and dunes — 
one landed to give us a good 
viewing. 

Two Pacific Gulls, one Brush 
Wattlebird and a Gannet made up 
the bird list. 

We were intrigued by the turn of 
the tide with low waves surging up 
the estuary. 


14.5.00 Newtown 

Early — heard the Gang Gang 
Cockatoos — didn't take me long to 
find 19 scattered over next door's 
Liquid Amber — tearing into the 
dangling, round seedpods. 
Watched them feeding. Marvelled 
at their dexterity — standing on one 
leg, holding the fruit in the other, 
turning it to break it open. 

They can carry on a bit — almost 
comical in their actions. Three 
came down to our birdbath and you 
could almost hear the brains 
working as they looked down from 
the Ironbark working out the way to 
go. One flew to the rose arch — then 
the clothesline for a closer 
inspection — to landing stick by the 
bath — then on to drink. 

One of the others hung by one leg 
for a while, looking down, dropped, 
lost nerve and aborted landing. The 
last flew down landing on a rose 
branch near the bath. Finding a 
small branch obstructing its 
passage, it quickly nipped it off and 
was able to step down on the bird 
bath to take a long drink. Well 
deserved | think! 


18.5.99 Jerringot 
Morning’s weeding around last 


year’s plantings and in spite of the 
dry season, most are doing well. 

A good sighting was a White- 
browed Scrubwren. Found this 
while looking for a strange call — 
turned out to be a Willie Wagtail 
sitting on a branch over the drain, 
full of lovely water-plants mind you, 
near last season’s nest. 


21.5.00 Bannockburn (Warbdulla 
Reserve) 


Meeting place for excursion outside 
the police station and the best 
birding of the day! Flowering 
Spotted Gums were full of White- 
naped Honeyeaters and Purple- 
crowned Lorikeets (red under the 
wings)! 

The reserve, somewhat degraded, 
10 hectares, with a cover of mature 


a a 


GEELONG NATURALIST Vol. 37 No. 1 


May 2001 


3 


Manna Gums and a few lovely 
flowering Yellow Gums. There was 
a good section of Kangaroo Grass 
grassland, through which passed an 
ant highway, about 1 cm in depth, 
quite clearly defined. 

Plenty of sun orchid leaves, single, 
lanceolate, about 10 cm and a good 
colony of greenhoods — maybe two 
species. 

A vulnerable . species, Clover 
Glycine, grows here. It looks like a 
clover with purple pea flowers on top 
of bare stalks. 

In season, other pea flowers worth 
looking for — Showy Bossiaea, 
discovered it can be prickly, 
Creeping Bossiaea and the 
Handsome Flat-pea, a good sized 
shrub. with obvious lance-shaped 
leaves. 

Some Yellow Bluebells 
Wahlenbergia luteola, were 
flowering, easily distinguished from 
the others by the colour on the 
outside of the flowers. 

Found a bird’s nest on the ground, 


twigs with outside covered with 
moss, still growing! 


22.5.99 Newtown 

Swift moths — a welcome spell of 
wet weather with good, soaking 
rain. About 8.00 pm they 
appeared at the lit kitchen 
window. 

Outside into a warm night and 
we found one which had just 
emerged from the ground 
‘pumping’ up its still crumpled 
wings. 

And the frogs — everywhere 
there seemed to be calls 
celebrating the arrival of the rain. 


26.5.00 Newtown 

There must have been something 
good io eai on the Roseraie de 
Hay. As soon as we drove in we 
noticed 8 Silvereyes clustered 
around the top of the rose bush 
carefully picking over the few 
remaining autumn-tinted leaves. 
Another great photo opportunity 


supposed they were after aphids. A 
big tick! 


28.5.99 Ironbark Basin, Anglesea 
We entered via Bells Beach 


Southside, through the windy 
heathland, very few flowers, and 
then into the Basin. We were there 
to catch the Ironbarks in flower and 
the feeding birds, but were a few 
days late. There seemed to be 
more flowers on the ground than on 
the trees, probably caused by the 
stormy weather over the last week. 
(or Parrots?) Enough left to admire 
their beauty — finding the occasional 
pink tree was a special treat — 


‘blossoms are usually creamy-white. 


We found a couple of Banded 
Greenhoods, a lot of Tall 
Greenhoods and many tiny Small 
Mosquito Orchids. 

As you would expect, the Correa 
was flowering and the view across 
to Point Addis was as rewarding as 
ever. 


two cupped hands size, mainly fine 


MAMMAL GROUP REPORT 


We called a meeting at short notice on Tuesday 24.5.01 
combining with the Biodiversity Group, with the aim of 
developing a plan for the next 12 months’ trapping. This 
needed to be set so that the club can apply for renewal of its 
licence to trap from the DNRE after it expires on 30 April. 


Last weekend, 28 — 30 April, was 3 months from our first 
Bellbrae trapping. Look for the report of the results in next 
month’s Magazine. 


On the Queen’s Birthday weekend in June, we will trap 


Barramunga in the Otways — there will be a notice in the June 
Geelong Naturalist. 


Another site we will trap is Bells Beach — Pt Addis heathlands. 


There's another Drysdale Basin trapping due in June; we 
haven't decided on a date yet but it will be late in the month. 


Please contact Trevor Pescott (03 5243 4368) if you are 
interested in joining in with the group’s activities. 


<p> 


lost — they looked superb! We 


Cheers! 
BA 


Eight raptor species in a day — 
Pm rapt! 


On Thursday, 19 April | had the good fortune 
to go on the Mid-week excursion to the 
Melbourne Water Farm, Werribee, where | 
was able to add fourteen new birds to my 
beginner’s count. Polly's report is elsewhere in 
this issue, but | personally was thrilled to 
observe a Hobby with prey, many many Black- 
shouldered Kites at close range, Kestrels, a 
Brown and a Peregrine Falcon, a Whistling 
Kite with prey (a fish) and a Marsh Harrier. 
Great viewing for those interested in birds of 


prey. 


On driving home with Craig Morley we decided 
to detour via the abattoir in the hope of 
spotting Marilyn's recent find, but three 
Kestrels don’t make a Spotted Harrier, so we 
were somewhat disappointed. 


Not to be outdone, | ventured down to the 
Zillah Crawcour Park and there in its regular 
tree was one of the ‘resident’ Little Eagles, 
taking my tally to eight species for the day. 


Rob Ganly 


OUT AND ABOUT 


...Valda Dedman 


Funny Fungi (Slime mould, 
lichens and vegetable 
caterpillars), You Yangs sugar 
gums and leaf litter, Growling 
Grass Frog romance, crakes and 
Jerringot, hairy caterpillar, and .. 


Was it a plant or was it an animal? 
When it was given to me, it 
resembled a pale pink coconut 
macaroon, but it had previously 
looked ‘like tripe’ and had been 
found on moist tan bark covering a 
narrow garden bed near a fence in 
suburban Newtown. 


It was Fuligo septica, one of the 
slime moulds, which are not true 
fungi, but members of the 
Myxomycetes (or Mycetozoa), in a 
class all of their own. When the 
delicate crust was broken, a mass 
of chocolate spores puffed out. 
Upon germinating, the spores 
develop into amoeba-like little 
creatures, which come together in a 
jelly-like mass (plasmodium) without 
a definite shape, that creeps about 
in search of food until it matures. It 
then settles down as a sporangium, 
the pale pink fruiting body that 
looked so invitingly edible but which 
contained limey granules instead of 
coconut. 


Fuligo septica is known from around 
the world as ‘Flowers of Tan’ 
because it frequently occurs on 
spent tan in tan yards. It is more 
often yellow than white in its slime 
stage. Other Myxomycetes may 
have a coral-red plasmodium, their 
sporangia may be on stalks and the 
spores are sometimes entangled in 
a dainty filigree. 


Some researchers claim that slime 
moulds have a primitive intelligence, 
because in an experiment they 
successfully negotiated their way by 
the shortest route to food at the end 
of an agar gel maze. 


Lichens also produce spores and 
are now generally regarded as 
specialised fungi, which have the 
ability to photosynthesise because 
they capture algae or cyanobacteria. 
Fungi lack chlorophyll and cannot 
manufacture carbohydrates on their 


GEELONG NATURALIST Vol. 37 No. 1 


_ own, so they break down organic 


matter to obtain nourishment. 
Lichenised fungi, with the help of 
their algal partners, use the sun's 
energy to fix carbon from carbon 
dioxide in the air. 


A lichen is made up of a 
mycobiont (the fungus) and a 
photobiont (the alga) which 
supplies it with carbohydrates — 
as sugar alcohols in the case of 
green algae and as glucose from 
cyanobacteria. | Cyanobacteria 
can also fix nitrogen and may 
provide nutrients to the host plant 
on which the lichen is situated. 
Lichen fungi, unlike normal fungi, 
do not decompose plant material. 


Simon Schwendener, who 
discovered the duality of lichens, 
wrote a wonderful description in 
1869: 

This fungus is a fungus of the 
class Ascomycetes, a parasite, 
which is accustomed to live upon 
others’ work. Its slaves are green 
algae, which it has sought out, or 
indeed caught hold of, and 
compelled into its service. It 
surrounds them, as a spider its 
prey, with a fibrous net of narrow 
meshes, which is gradually 
converted into an impregnable 
covering, but while the spider 
Sucks its prey and leaves it dead, 
the fungus incites the algae found 
in its net to more rapid activity, 
even to more vigorous increase. 


Lichens are classified according 
to the fungus present. A fungus 
can unite with an alga and later 
switch to a cyanobacterium or 
even use an alga in one 
environment and a 
cyanobacterium in another. Many 
lichen species are involved and 
only a few types of algae. 
Together the fungus and alga can 
colonise habitats where they 
could not live separately. The 
fungus can live on pure rock, for 
example, and algae and 
cyanobacteria can live where it 
would otherwise be too dry. 


Around 20% of all fungi are 
lichenised. Every lichen has a 
unique fungus. Over 40% of 
these fungi belong to the 
ascomycetes, the  cup-fungi, 
which produce spores in a sac- 
shaped cell. Lichenised fungi 
also produce fruiting bodies 
containing spores. Many are 
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perennial and long-lived, not like an 
ephemeral mushroom or toadstool. 
Once the spores are released they 
must seek out a compatible alga or 
cyanobacterium if they are to grow 
into new lichen. Because this may 
be a risky process, many lichens 
can also reproduce vegetatively, 
from fragments or by producing 
powdery soredia or isidia which are 
dispersed by wind, water or small 
animals. 


The You Yangs Park is a great spot 
for lichens. The granite boulders are 
perfect surfaces for crustose 
species, which pattern them with 
grey-greens and yellow and black. 
Tree branches may contain six or 
seven different lichens; the dry 
atmosphere of the You Yangs rain 
shadow assists their survival. 
Lichens can survive extreme 
drought periods, because they can 
switch off metabolic processes. 
They must have water and some 
can exist even just on fog and dew. 
However, their lifespan is short in 
high rainfall areas such as tropical 
rainforest, although they grow 
prolifically in such places. 


If you want to know more about 
these fascinating plants, take a look 
at a new book, Lichens, by William 
Purvis, published by the Natural 
History Museum, London. It 
contains some absolutely stunning 
photos. Visit the website of the 
Lichen Information System 
www. lis. freeweb.superevs.it/index.h 
tm and reread the report of the talk 
given to the GFNC by Dr Kathleen 
Ralston in the Geelong Naturalist 
Vol. 35, No. 4, August 1999. 
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It's time to go looking for ordinary 
fungi, not that I’d call any fungus 
ordinary. Diverse, beautiful, 
extraordinary, weird, perhaps, but 
never ordinary. You might find one 
of those cross-over species, 
Cordyceps, the vegetable 
caterpillars. C. gunnii, C. robertsii 
and. C. hawksii parasitise large 
subterranean moth larvae. The 
fruiting bodies look like little clubs 
sticking out of the soil and if you dig 
down carefully, you'll find them 
attached to the mummified 
caterpillar. Be prepared to dig as 
deep as one metre, though. The 
FUNGIMAP CD-Rom was launched 
on 31st April and is available for $15 
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(contact Tom May 9252 2319 or 
tom.may@rbqg.vic.gov.au for further 


details). 
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At the You Yangs the other day, the 
Sugar Gums in the plantation were 
particularly beautiful, the first time | 
have ever thought them so. They 
had just shed their bark to reveal 
smooth golden trunks that lit up the 
normally gloomy. space around 
them. They stood in a carpet of bark 
and fallen leaves. Our Australian 
Eucalypts are continuously 
deciduous and the leaf litter beneath 
them is an important component of 
the forest soil and home to a host of 
invertebrates and micro-organisms, 
all part of the total ecosystem. It is 
tragic to think of the destruction 
caused by logging and 
woodchipping in sensitive areas. | 
do not believe our Otway native 
forests are extensive enough to 
support timber harvesting. Geelong 
seems to have become a timber 
port. Take a drive around the Corio 
Quay area and see what you think. 


The name of the Growling Grass 
Frog has been changed to Warty 
Bell Frog, which | think takes some 
of the romance from our old 
Jerringot friend, warts and all. 
Romance? Well, the males growl 
while floating, to attract a female. 
They are very determined and will 
dunk a rival underwater to stop them 
calling. The females shriek if 
grabbed by an unwanted admirer. 
Very sensible, too. 


Ie 
Can you tell the difference between 
a Baillon’s, a Spotted and a Spotless 
Crake? We hope the interpretation 
boards that we are developing for 
Jerringot will help. There will also be 
a board about the frogs and one 


about Latham’s Snipe and the 
wetland generally. 


A pale brown hairy caterpillar with a 
yellow stripe along its back was 
rushing across my living-room 
carpet the other evening. It is now 
happily munching on dandelion 
leaves. | believe it is the larva of the 
attractive Black and White Tiger 
Moth, whose body has black and 


orange tiger stripes. The black 
patterning on the white wings can 
vary enormously. The wingspan 
is 50-60 mm. 


And ... note the last of the 
Common Brown butterflies for the 
season. They will be the larger 
females; the males retired some 
time ago. Parson’s Bands, those 
little orchids with the two white 
‘collar ribbons’, are appearing, but 
| havent seen any Brittle 
Greenhoods. The Ranger at the 
You Yangs reported a Hooded 
Robin on the eastern part of the 
Great Circle Drive. Box Mistletoes 
are flowering but the Drooping 
Mistletoe is still in bud. 


<> 


Baillon's Crake” 


It’s a Chinese Elm! 


Many thanks to those members at 
recent meetings who took an 
interest in my tree specimen. For 
those wondering, I’ve discovered it 
to be a Chinese Elm (Ulmus 
parvifolia) that flowers and seeds in 
the autumn. The Crimson Rosellas 
have had an absolute ‘ball’ feeding 
on the prolific seeds and making 
quite a mess of our drive in the 
process! 


Rob Ganly 
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A Common Introduced Spider 


...Dave King 


Unit 216/86 Church Street, Grovedale 3216 


Introduction 

A recent survey and invertebrate collection project, initiated by the 
Friends of Seaview Park, revealed that an introduced spider, 
Dysdera crocota, was to be commonly found on the escarpment 
overlooking the Barwon River in Geelong (38%-10'-05"S 1449-20'- 
39"E). It is a nocturnal hunting spider, a native of Europe, and now 
to be found in Tasmania and Southeastern Australia. The literature 
states that its bite can be dangerous, but not lethal (Brunet 1996). A 
bite can cause local swelling and the possibility of necrotic 
development. It is not an aggressive spider, but handling should be 
avoided. Antihistamine injections can provide relief of localised 
symptoms (Main 1976). 


Preferred habitat appears to be beneath rocks or fallen timber. 
Invariably found in association with the common slater, a major 
prey. This infers that a moist habitat is an essential requirement for 
the spider's survival. Whilst to be found in close association with 
Figure 1: Dysdera crocota human habitation, a moist ex-dwelling situation will be its preferred 
situation. 


Being a hunter, D. crocota does not use a web to snare its prey, but may lay down silk trip lines to alert it to prey and 
initiate an attack. A sack-like retreat is constructed of silk, attached to the underside of the object forming its habitat. The 
female will use the sack to deposit her eggs and she will remain to guard them. 


An aversion to ants (Main 1976), places a strictly limiting habitat upon D. crocota. At Seaview Park the writer has noted 
that under the rocks, where the spider was found, no ants were to be seen. 


Description 
The mature female, as illustrated in Figure 1, is usually about 15 mm long and has a reddish-brown cephalothorax and 
legs, an abdomen of cream colour with slight pink tinge, lightly hirsute. Order of leg length is 1243, in the resting position 
neld close to the body. Each leg terminates in two claws, pectinate, that is serrated along the inner edge. Distinctive claw 
tufts of tenent (L. tenere, to hold) hair, aid in climbing and traction. Forward projecting chelicerae are surmounted by 
relatively large fangs, which give ita somewhat fearsome appearance and 
capability to inflict a dangerous bite. 


Important diagnostic features of D. crocota are the six eyes closely 
arranged on a low tubercule, Figure 2. All eyes are pearly white as is 
common in nocturnally active spiders. The labium, or lip, has a distinctive 
notch at the tip. The abdomen has two prominent pairs of tracheal 
spiracles, Figure 3. Two posterior spinnerets are widely separated and 
conspicuous from the dorsal aspect. The sternum, ventral plate of the 
cephalothorax, extends around the coxae of each leg to contact the dorsal 
plate at their mutual margins. 


Addendum 

Some of the literature refers to Dysdera crocota (first described by C.L. 
Koch in 1839), as D. australiensis (as described by W.J. Rainbow in ; ; 
1900); this is now obsolete. Taxonomic decision of V.V. Hickman, 1967. “HY  Tracheae spiracles 


- Book-lung slit 


References ; 
Brunet, B. (1996) Spiderwatch, Reed, Melbourne 
Clyne, D. (1969) A Guide to Australian Spiders, Reed, Melbourne 
Davies, V.D. (1986) Australian Spiders, Qld. Museum, Brisbane 
Hickman, V.V. (1967) Zoological Cat. of Aust. Vol. 3, CSIRO, Canberra 
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Mascord, R.(1970) Australian Spiders, Reed, Melbourne 


> Figure 3: Ventral view 
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THE GEELONG FIELD NATURALISTS’ CLUB INCORPORATED 
REG’D No. A0013708R 


TREASURER’S REPORT 2000/2001 


MEMBERSHIP 

This year we were again able to maintain our numbers. At the end of the Financial Year, we had 188 membership units. 10 
members did not renew their subscriptions, but this was offset by the fact that we welcomed 10 new members, already the change 
of location to Clairvaux has had positive results. 


INCOME 

e Our main source of income was from subscriptions totalling $5,515.00 compared with $4,912.00 last year. 

e A Grant of $12,000.00 was received from Parks Victoria for the Ted Errey Nature Circuit in the Brisbane Ranges. 

e The first instalment of $1,500.00 for signage at Jerringot was received from the Corangamite Catchment Authority (CCMA). 

e An amount of $770.00 was also received from the City of Greater Geelong (CoGG) for the Annual Snipefest held at Jerringot. 


We are grateful to these organisations for their support. 


e Members of the Club have taken part in Bird Counts as part of the Barwon River Survey being conducted by CCMA. So far, the 
Club has received payments totalling $2,400.00, and we take this opportunity of thanking those Members who have been 
involved. 

e A bequest of $1,000.00 was received from the Estate of the late Mrs Campbell, a former Member and great supporter of the 
Club. 

e The March Campout held last year and organised by Dr Dick Southcombe, raised $869.20. 

e Bank Interest received from the ANZ Common Fund V2 Plus Account amounted to $1,074.27, compared to $385.89 last year. 


EXPENDITURE 
This year our expenses were much heavier than usual. 
e Postage totalled $1,063.63 compared with $669.44 last year. 
e Repairs and maintenance of equipment cost $777.41 compared to $77.60 last year. 
e Library purchases amounted to $936.00 including $869 for four volumes of The Flora of Victoria. 
e Fifteen Elliott Mammal Traps were purchased at a cost of $401.10. 
Both of these major purchases were part of our Capital Expenditure budget outlined last year. 


The main items of Recurrent Expenditure were 

$2,130.00 for printing of the Geelong Naturalist, 

$861 for Hall rental, and 

$441.25 for Insurance premiums. 

The first payment of $2,900.00 was made towards the Ted Errey Nature Circuit. 

Last year, a grant of $3,000.00 was received from the CoGG under the ‘Adopt a Park Scheme’ for Seaview Park. So far 
$2,250.91 has been spent. 


FUTURE EXPENDITURE 
Following the move to Clairvaux, an additional amount of $600.00 per annum will need to be financed. There have also been 
increases in Postage rates and Public Liability Insurance. 


The Committee has recommended and the March General Meeting approved an increase of $2.00 per annum in rnost categories of 
subscriptions. These have been set as follows: 


(including Geelong Naturalist $41.00 
Ordinary Member (including Geelong Naturalist) 31.00 
Joint/Family Member (including Geelong Naturalist) 41.00 
Junior/Student (under 18 | (including Geelong Naturalist) 7.00 

ears 
Corporate Member including Geelong Naturalist 36.00 
Subscription Geelong Naturalist only 26.00 
2000 Geelong Bird Report 5.00 
2000 Geelong Bird Report if posted 6.00 


Once again, | express my thanks to all who have assisted me throughout the year. To the Organisations providing Grants and those 
Members who made donations. 


Ray Baverstock 
Hon. Treasurer 
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RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS FOR YEAR ENDED 28.2.2001 


Subscriptions $5515.00 | Printing — Geelong Naturalist $2130.00 
Donations, Bequests - 1269.35 | Printing — General 120.00 
Government Grants 12000.00 | Printing — Geelong Bird Report 193.60 
Other Grants 2270.00 | Laser printed material 119.00 
Field Surveys for CCMA 2400.00 | Stationary, Photocopying 218153 
Sales — Sick & Injured booklet 4.00 | Postage 1063.63 
— From Buckleys to the Break 172.70 | Hall Rental 861.00 

— Geelong Bird Report 247.00 | Subs. to other clubs, magazines 544.54 

— other publications 470.00 | Donations 200.00 
Excursion, Campout Receipts 3646.30 | Publications for resale 680.00 
Bank Interest 11.89 | Aust. Naturalists Network plaque 235.00 
Coffee, Refreshments 20.45 | Speakers travelling expenses 120.00 
Sale of windcheaters 15.00 | Insurance premiums 441.25 
Transfer from ANZ Common Fund 1700.00 | Sundries & Registration 209.42 
Fund Raising 192.10 | Library Purchases 936.00 
Bank Charges 84.85 

Jerringot Expenses 53.10 

Snipefest Expenses 571.35 

Transfer to ANZ Common Fund 12000.00 

Fund-raising Expenses 36.25 

Repairs & maintenance 777.41 

Purchase of furniture & fittings 105.01 

Purchase of Elliott Traps 401.10 

Excursion to French Island 2757.10 

Expo expenses 106.45 

Ted Errey Nature Circuit 2900.00 

Seaview Park expenditure 2250.91 

Sub total $29,933.79 | Sub total $30,110.50 
Cash Balance at 28/2/2000 4,474.61 | Cash Balance at 28/2/2001 4,297.90 


CASH PAYMENTS FOR YEAR ENDED 28.2.2001 


Year ended 28.2.2001 
$2160.00 | Printing — Geelong Naturalist $2130.00 
153.80 | Printing — General 120.00 
195.42 | Printing — Geelong Bird Report 193.60 
Laser printed material 119.00 
149.46 | Stationary, Photocopying 213.53 
669.44 | Postage 1063.63 
820.00 | Hall Rental . 861.00 
534.30 | Subscriptions to other clubs & magazines 544.54 
100.00 | Donations 200.00 
405.85 | Publications for re-sale to Members 680.00 
Australian Naturalists' Network plaque and stickers 235.00 
140.00 | Guest Speaker's travelling expenses 120.00 
467.02 | Insurance premiums 441.25 
125.28 | Sundries & Registration 209.42 
198.10 | Library purchases 936.00 
59.32 | Bank Charges 84.85 
30.00 | Jerringot expenses 53.10 
100.00 | Snipefest expenses 571.35 
3000.00 | Transfer to ANZ Common Fund V2 Plus Account 12000.00 
34.10 | Fund-raising expenses 36.25 
18.95 | Purchase of office equipment 
77.60 | Repairs & maintenance 777.41 
Purchase of furniture & fittings 105.01 
Purchase of Elliott Traps 401.10 
Excursion to French Island 2757.10 
Environment Expo expenses 106.45 
Ted Errey Nature Circuit 2900.00 
Seaview Park expenditure 2250.91 


9,4388.64 30,110.50 
4,474.61 | Bank balance at end of year É 4,297.90 
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BIRD OF THE MONTH 
... Valda Dedman 


New Holland Honeyeater 


Scientific Name 
Phylidonyris novaehollandiae 


Description 

Black and white streaked small 
honeyeater with bold yellow wing 
panels. White eye, rear eyebrow and 
facial tufts. Immature browner. 


Length 17-19 cm. 


Voice High-pitched, sharp fjikk and 
tseee. Alarm chatter. 


Food Nectar, insects. 


Habitat Forests, woodlands, with 
shrubby understorey, heathlands, 
parks, gardens. 


Range SE and SW coastal area, 
Tasmania. 


Geelong Common in bushland, 
ubiquitous in suburbs. Breeds. 


Nest Rough, small cup lined with soft 
material. Low in dense foliage. 


Eggs 2-3, buff-white, spotted and 
blotched chestnut-brown. 


Similar Species  White-cheeked 
Honeyeater (much larger white cheek 
patch, brown eye). 


tot ite 


Rob Ganly took up my challenge to find 
a bird logo for Geelong and nominated 
the New Holland Honeyeater. Fifty 
years ago Percy Wood was thinking 
along the same lines: 

When you make an intimate 
acquaintance of any city you soon 
become aware of some bird which by its 
predominance fastens itself in the mind 
as belonging particularly to that locality, 
In this manner Melboume and ‘greenie’ 
[White-plumed Honeyeater] are always 
associated. 


Sydney has its companion bird in the 
White-eared Honeyeater, and Geelong 
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has its predominating and associate 
bird in the species now being dealt 
with. The White-bearded [New 
Holland] Honeyeater, our 
commonest bird, is in every park and 
private garden, ever seeking the 


nectar which is richly provided in so 


many of our beautiful flowers and 
flowering trees and shrubs. 


The New Holland Honeyeater is a 
common bird within its range. It was 
one of the first Australian birds to be 
recorded, in the diary of W. W. Ellis, 
assistant surgeon to Cook's third 
voyage. It was first called the New 
Holland Creeper because of its ability 
to hang upside down on fine stems 
whilst feeding. It was painted in 1788 
by John White, chief surgeon with 
the First Fleet. /t is about the size of 
a nightingale, he wrote. 


In 1848 John Gould said that this 
honeyeater was one of the most 
abundant and familiar birds 
inhabiting the colonies of New South 
Wales, Van Diemen’s Land and 
South Australia; all the gardens of 
the settlers are visited by it, and 
among their shrubs and flowering 
plants it annually breeds. It has a 
loud, shrill, liquid, although 
monotonous note. Its food, which 
consists of the pollen and juices of 
flowers, is procured while clinging 
and creeping among them in every 
variety of positions. It usually rears 
two or three broods during the course 
of the season ... one of the nests in 
my collection was taken from a row of 
peas in the kitchen garden of the 
Government House in Sydney. 


Belcher in 1914 claimed that up until 
1890 and probably later, this bird was 
only a winter visitor to Geelong. 

| remember a great influx of them in 
the month of May, 1889, when a 
number of tall aloes blossomed and 
the clusters of flowers at the end of 
the lateral branches were centres of 
attraction for hundreds of 
Honeyeaters from the little Spinebill 
to the great grey Wattlebird. But 
these all returned to the forests with 
the advent of spring, and | heard of 
no nests of the present species until 
about 1893... Now it must be almost 
as common as the Greenie, and 
breeds in numbers every year in the 
Park. ... One does not see this bird in 
absolutely plain country, but it 
abounds wherever there is a patch, 
however restricted in area, of 
bushland or flowering shrubs, 
especially if surrounded by hedges of 
kangaroo-acacia (A. armata) [now A. 
paradoxa], for in these it prefers to 
make its nest. 


He went on to say that August was 
the chief breeding month and he had 
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only ever seen a clutch of three eggs, 
two being the norm. They may breed 
much later if the season dictates. 
Belcher found a nest with fresh eggs on 
March 31st and had heard of young 
birds in May. 


The nest is made of twigs, stems and 
grass, and lined with plant down, dead 
flowers or wool. A nest, made outside Lil 
Sherwood's window, contained fleece 
she had thoughtfully provided in a 
nearby tree and Lil's own silver hairs. 


These honeyeaters are both nectar and 
insect eaters. Insects form a large part 
of their diet even outside of the breeding 
season and they will come to the ground 
in search of them. When catching 
insects on the wing, a bird can hold 
several in its bill at one time before 
flying back to the nest. 


The New Holland Honeyeater times its 
nesting to coincide with the peak 
flowering of a favourite plant, but also 
makes use of other sugary sources of 
carbohydrate. David Paton, in a 1970s 
study carried out in the Botanic Gardens 
at Cranbourne, discovered that manna 
became the principal source of 
carbohydrate for New Holland 
Honeyeaters in summer and autumn 
when nectar was scarce. They spent 
half their daylight hours feeding, and 
95% of this time was spent collecting 
manna that was also given to their 
young. They vigorously defended 
feeding territories from other New 
Hollands and from up to 14 more 
species which were also feeding on 
manna. At Golton Vale, near Stawell, 
however, the birds fed on honeydew 
excreted from psyllid insects (winter) or 
scale insects (summer and autumn). 


The New Holland Honeyeater is 
sometimes called the watchdog of the 
bush because it is often the first bird to 
raise the alarm at intruders. It flies to a 
vantage point, watches the intruder and 
gives a chatter which is relayed through 
the bush by others until eventually all 
the bush becomes quiet . Relatively 
tame in our gardens, it is still somewhat 
wary, though it appears bold and noisy, 
scolding loudly at intrusive cats and 
even keeping Wattlebirds at bay to 
some extent. Percy Wood said it was 
best to watch them through a window. 
Up to a dozen at a time may frequent a 
bird bath. They are a joy to behold. 


Full of life, always around, ‘brightly 
coloured, acrobatic, prepared to alert 
others to danger and to have something 
to say, a bit of an opportunist — should 
we adopt the New Holland Honeyeater 
as Geelong’s bird, a symbol of what we 
would wish our city to be? As a start, 
could it not be the GFNC bird group 


logo? 
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Growth rates of flower-spikes on Austral Grasstrees 


.. Jo Heatlie and Trevor Pescott 


11 Coorumby Avenue. Clifton Springs, 3222 & 14 Victoria Terrace, Belmont, 3216. 


Flower spike length 


Budded 
section 


Un-budded 
stem 


Crown height 


Ground 


Figure 1 


Introduction 
The Drysdale Basin is a small, Council-managed block of public land on the Bellarine Peninsula. (Heatlie, J. Geelong 
Naturalist Vol. 36 No. 4) 


Early in August 2000, a group of Austral Grasstrees Xanthorrhoea australis growing at the Basin began producing 
flower-spikes. 


Grasstrees are renowned for flowering after fires, as typified by the large number that did so off Butchers Road in the 
Brisbane Ranges following burning, and in other places from time to time. But they will also flower without fire, as was 
the case at Drysdale Basin. 


Flower-spike development 

After the flower-spikes were first noticed, one of us (JH) measured them each week, 4.9.00 excepted. The 
measurements taken were of the un-budded stem and the budded section (see Figure 1 above); however, due to the 
irregularity of the point where the buds begin, it is better to consider the length of the overall spike. The heights of the 
plants to the crown were also recorded. 


Table 1: Growth measurements (lengths of flower spikes) 


Plant No. 8 Average Average 
length (n=6) increase 
Height to crown 

7.8.00 

14.8.00 

21.8.00 

28.8.00 

4.9.00 

11.9.00 

18.9.00 

25.9.00 

2.10.00 

9.10.00 

16.10.00 

24.10.00 


Notes: Measurements are in cm. *Asterisked individuals not included in averages. 
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The measurements of eight plants were taken, however one (No. 5) was broken off before it fully developed and another 
(No. 7) began to develop later than the others. The average length and increase is of the six that developed 
simultaneously. 


Flower spikes 2 and 3 were growing from the same crown. 
Growth rates were surprisingly regular; except for a shallow dip on 21.8.00, all of the plants following the same pattern. 


The weekly average increase in length of the flower-spikes is shown in Table 1 above. 


Flower development 
The development of the flowers, i.e. the appearing of at first green, then white, buds, began on 25.9.00, at the lower part 
of the spike. 


A slowing of growth of the flower spike occurred with the appearance and development of flower buds. This growth had 
ceased by 2.10.00 for one plant (No. 4), and had ceased, or all but ceased, by 9.10.00 for the other plants. By this time, 
two of the spikes had a good percentage of flowers open (30% and 60% respectively), another three had a coverage of 
buds of which 20 to 25% were well developed (white, not green}, while on another two there were no buds. Two weeks 
later, the spikes had from 87-95% of their flowers open, except No. 7, the late starter, which had 60% of the flowers 
open. 


It is interesting to note that the flower spike of No. 7 stopped growing at the same time as the others, and did not grow 
as tall as the others. 


By the end of October when observations ceased, all of the spikes, including the last one to develop, had a majority of 
the flowers open. 


Grasstrees growing in sunnier positions at the Basin, and not included in this survey, were seen to flower earlier than our 
group (which grow under a Manna Gum canopy). A Noisy Miner was seen, on two occasions, feeding on the grasstree 
flowers, presumably taking nectar. 


Table 2: Flower development 


1 2 3 4 6 7 8 


No buds Start of 


green buds 


No buds Lower 20% 


White buds 


Green buds No buds 


present 


Green buds 
present 

No buds No buds 20% white 
buds, 52 


flowers open 


25% white 
buds, 8 
flowers 
open 


70% green 20% white 
buds buds, some 
flowers open 


30% 20% white 25% white 25% white No buds No buds 60% flowers 
flowers buds buds buds open 

open, 

lower half, 

north side 


16.10.00 80% 
flowers 
open 


24.10.00 95% open 


85% white 
buds of 
which 25% 
are open 


92% open 


90% white 
buds of 
which 35% 
are open 


95% open 


90% white 
buds of 
which 30% 
are open 


87% open 


Some 
green 
buds 


90% open 


Some 
green 
buds 


60% open 


95% flowers 
open 


95% open 
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BIRD GROUP REPORT 


17 April 2001 
.. John Bottomley 


The Long Forest: A unique area 
Speaker: Marilyn Hewish 


Introduction 

Marilyn noted that in his book 
Natural Victoria, published in 1978, 
Trevor Pescott refers to the Long 
Forest as a unique area. He says lt 
comes as quite a surprise to realise 
that there is a unique area of mallee 
vegetation near Melbourne. 
Between Bacchus Marsh and 
Melton ... Many club members, 
Marilyn suggests, are still unaware 
of its existence despite the richness 
of its bird life. She indicated that she 
became interested in the birds of the 
Long Forest in the mid-eighties and 
thought that she was a pioneer. In 
this, she discovered, she was 
wrong. Bird-watching has in fact 
had a long history in the area with 
three main periods of activity, 1889- 
1910, 1930-1969 and 1984 to the 
present. As a result there are a lot 
of historical records upon which to 
draw to inform present 
observations. 


Location and topography 

As noted above the Long Forest lies 
between Melton and Bacchus Marsh 
in an area well known by bird- 
watchers which includes Werribee 
Gorge, Lerderderg Gorge, Exford 
Weir (Melton Reservoir) and Lake 
Merrimu. The Long Forest is on 
tongue of high ground connected to 
the Pyrete and Wombat Forests to 
the North, and protruding into the 
Werribee Plains to the south. It 
consists of a plateau with the steep 
gullies of Coimadai and Djerriwarrh 
Creeks on either side. Running 
north south, these creeks drain the 
Pyrete Forest eventually joining the 
Werribee River to the South. 


Much of the area is a State Flora 
Reserve. Opened in 1985 it 
consisted of three discrete areas. By 
1993 it had grown to a total of 550 
hectares and is administered by the 
DNRE. 


Some areas were subdivided into 1- 
2 acre blocks for housing in the 
1960s and 1970s. Development still 
occurs adjacent to reserve lands 
with all the problems this entails. 
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Vegetation 

As noted the Long Forest 
contains mallee. This is an 
isolated pocket of this vegetation: 


. being 120 km from the nearest 


other occurrence which is to the 
north of Bendigo. It is the only 
mallee South of the Divide in 
Victoria. Scientists believe that a 
tongue of mallee extended south 
from the Bendigo area to the 
Long Forest thousands of years 
ago and that this retreated when 
the climate became wetter, and 
soils became richer because of 
volcanic deposits. The Long 
Forest mallee persisted because 
it is in a rain shadow, and on poor 
soils that have not been enriched 
by volcanic deposits. 


The most significant plant is the 
Bull Mallee, E. behriana, in pure 
stands. It occurs on the plateau 
in patches surrounded by box 
woodland. The distribution of 
mallee is determined by soil type 
and water run-off with mallee 
being found in areas with shale 
soils that are resistant to water 
penetration. Box woodland is 
found in areas with more 
absorbent clay soils. Grey Box is 
characteristic of the plateau, Red 
Box of creek slopes and Blue Box 
of creek flats. A dense shrubby 
growth of River Bottlebrush, 
Woolly Tea-tree, Cumbungi, 
Reeds etc. occurs along creeks. 
A few grassy creek flats have 
been formed by clearing. 


Birds of the Long Forest 

The Long Forest supports a 

woodland bird community that 

includes many typical woodland 
species such as Scarlet Robins, 

Thornbills, Brown-headed 

Honeyeaters etc. Its great interest 

derives from the occurrence of 

four distinct categories of birds in 
addition to typical woodland 
species. These are: 

e Island populations of dry- 
country and mallee specialist 
birds such as the Crested 
Bellbird, 

e Birds which are uncommon 
elsewhere near Geelong such 
as the Speckled Warbler, 

e Birds making use of the 
Coimadai and  Djerriwarrh 
creeks as migratory or 
dispersal flyways such as 
Swift Parrots, Rose and Pink 
Robins, Rufous Fantails, and 

e Bizarre sightings such as King 
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Parrots and an immature Brush 
Cuckoo. 


Island populations 

These are species with isolated 
populations in the Long Forest. 
Included are Crested Bellbirds with 
an estimated population of forty, 
Chestnut-rumped Thornbills with an 
estimated population of 20-100, the 
yellow-rumped mallee form of the 
Spotted Pardalote and the Red- 
capped Robin. Recent breeding 
records exist for the latter two birds. 


Birds uncommon elsewhere near 
Geelong 

These are all species that can be 
seen elsewhere in the Geelong 
region but which have a stronghold 
in the Long Forest. Included are 
Specked Warbler, Diamond Firetail, 
Weebill, Zebra Finch, Black-eared 
Cuckoo, Barking Owl, Black- 
chinned Honeyeater and Chestnut- 
rumped Heathwren. 


Add passage birds and the 
occasional real oddity and the area 
has much to offer the birder. 


Birds formerly found in the Long 
Forest but no longer recorded 
there 

Some birds have unfortunately 
disappeared from the area as it has 
been impacted by development and 
other changes. These include Bush 
Stone-curlew, Bustard and Regent 
Honeyeater, all recorded in the 
1880s-1890s but not since, Grey- 
crowned Babbler recorded until 
1910, White-browed Babbler which 
appears to have disappeared in the 
late 1940s, and Southern Whiteface 
and Hooded Robins which 
disappeared in the mid 1980s. 
Birds whose numbers are 
declining 

The numbers of records for several 
species have been low in recent 
years. These include Crested 
Bellbird, Chestnut-rumped Thornbill, 
Painted Button-quail, Jacky Winter 
and Restless Flycatcher. 


Conclusion 

Marilyn concluded her talk by noting 
that Margaret Cameron had 
remarked that Marilyn’s bird records 
from the Long Forest showed the 
value of obsession. Marilyn admitted 
to being somewhat obsessed with 
the area and we thank her for that as 
it informed a very interesting talk. 


A 
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MID-WEEK BIRD GROUP 
EXCURSION REPORT 


19 April, 2001 
...Polly Cutcliffe 


Melbourne Water Farm, Werribee. 


Kay found us an Orange-bellied 
Parrot, Craig gave us many 
identification tips, there were 
Welcome Swallows and Pink-eared 
Ducks everywhere, and we lost Ray 
(temporarily!) 


The twelve members and two 
visitors who came on the outing 
certainly had a day to remember. 
Kay took us first to the Austin Road 
Ponds. On one side of the road 
there was quite deep water with 
Swans, Shelducks, Shovelers, Pink- 
eared Ducks and Grey Teal, Hoary- 
headed Grebes; and, hugging the 
shallow edge, Black-winged Stilts. 
Craig spotted a White-winged Black 
Tern. On the other side an almost 
dried out pond had a big flock of 
Red-necked Stints (some in 
breeding plumage) sheltering 
amongst the weeds, accompanied 
by Double-banded Plovers. One 
Red-capped Plover was sighted. At 
this stage Ray (who had missed the 
turn-off) arrived, having used his 
ingenuity and some guesswork to 
find us. 


A short drive around the pond 
revealed two Nankeen Kestrels 
‘buzzing’ something in a boxthorn. 
After a minute or two of concerted 
effort, they put up a Brown Falcon. 
Greenshanks heard ‘tew tew-ing’ 
were eventually spotted. 


We then crossed to the Spit area. 
Lined up on the Spit were Chestnut 
Teal, Pied Oystercatchers, Crested 
Terns, Silver Gulls, Pelicans, 
Cormorants and a flock of Fairy 
Terns (identified by Craig by the 
pale edges to the primaries). 


At the turn into Beach Road on the 
way to Kirks Point, there was a flock 
of Red-rumped Parrots and two 


quite exhausted. We had ample 
time to study the identifying 
features before it took off again. 


It was high tide at Kirks Point, but 
the cormorants were still finding a 
footing on the rocks — a good 
opportunity to compare Pied and 
Little Pied Cormorants. Way out 
in the bay Craig spotted two Arctic 
Jaegers. 


After a tea break, Kay had to 
leave for a dental appointment, 
but the rest of us decided to 
continue on to Paradise Road and 
Lake Borrie. 


Paradise Road added Cattle 
Egret, Red-browed Finch, Purple 
Swamphen, Red-necked Avocet 
and Banded Stilt to the list. Many 
of the species we had already 
seen were also there in great 
numbers. 


At Lake Borrie we had wonderful 
views through the ‘scopes of the 
Pink-eared Ducks; and the 
perching Australasian Shovelers 
showed off their bright orange 
legs to perfection. Once again, 
many other species present. Just 
as we were packing up, a 
Peregrine Falcon put in an 
appearance, bringing our raptor 
total to seven (others not already 
mentioned were Whistling and 
Black-shouldered Kites, Swamp 
Harrier and Australian Hobby). 


Our total for the day was 65 
species. This is a wonderful bird- 
watching area; we are very lucky 
in Geelong to have it so 
accessible, and a permit for two 
years still costs only $20.00. 


Many thanks to Kay Campbell for 
once again acting as leader and 
getting us through the gates; and 
to Craig Morley for his expertise 
and patient assistance with 
identification. 


NEXT MID-WEEK BIRD 


GROUP EXCURSION 
Thursday, 17 May 


SPECIAL MIDWEEK BIRD 
GROUP OUTING 


Thursday 3 May, 2001 
Blue Circle Southern Cement, 
Waurn Ponds. 


Hans and Pat Streefkerk are 
members of the Community Liaison 
Committee at the cement works. 
One of the issues receiving input 
from this group is the Environment 
Improvement Plan, which is 
intended to include such things as 
rabbit and fox control, weed control, 
revegetation of the quarry wall area, 
protection of the Peregrine Falcons, 
which next under the conveyor belt, 
and best use of the area including 
the settling ponds which attract 
considerable birdlife — so we are 
told. 


The cement works is at present 
employing an agronomist on a part 
time basis to co-ordinate this Plan 
and they are very keen to have input 
from the Field Naturalists in areas 
such as bird lists and revegetation 
advice. This extra outing is intended 
to make a start on the birdlist and 
obtain an overall idea of the property 
and the possible value of the settling 
ponds as a wetland area. This 
needs to start as soon as possible 
while they have their agronomist to 
show us around. It sounds as if it 
may be a very interesting area, 
which is not normally open to public 
access. 


If you would like to take advantage 
of this opportunity, or to have some 
input, meet at Waurn Ponds 
Shopping Centre, behind Green 
Grub Nursery, at 8.30 am or at the 
Blue Circle entrance gate in 
Reservoir Road at 8.50 am. Finish 
about 12 midday. Bring morning 
tea. 

Enquiries: Pat Steefkerk 5264 5235 
or Polly Cutcliffe 5244 0182 e 


NEXT BIRD GROUP 
MEETING 


Crested Pigeons. Almost to Kirks 
Point, Kay flushed what she thought 
was an Orange-bellied Parrot. 
There was much searching of the 
vegetation until it was spotted — 
sitting in the middle of the road! It 
was a young bird and appeared 


Meet at Corio Village Shopping Centre 15 May, 2001 
(southwest corner) at 8.30 am, or at 
the carpark near Geelong Grammar, 
adjacent to the Yacht Club toilets, at 
8.50 am. Finish about 12.30 pm. 
Bring morning tea. 


Enquiries: Polly Cutcliffe 5244 0182 


Paul MacDonald will 
be speaking on Brown 
Falcons. 
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BIRD OBSERVATIONS April 2001 
-- compiled by John Bottomley 


As was the case in February we had far too many reports to publish this month, (only one sixth are listed here). The rest will be used 
in the Annual Bird Report. Highlights this month include large numbers of Pink-eared Ducks and Cape Barren Geese to the West of 
Geelong, further reports of both Spotted Harriers and Black Falcons and a good variety of waders, many in breeding plumage. Our 
winter Cattle Egrets have returned, and both Corellas and Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoos appear to forming the larger groups typical 
of wintertime. We continue to receive reports of Crested Pigeons and there seems little doubt that these have expanded into the 
Geelong region from their stronghold North of the Dividing Range. Orange-bellied Parrot numbers are increasing around the Lake 
Connewarre delta with twenty present in mid-month. Swifts have remained elusive this year with only one report of significant 
numbers from Anglesea. The Long Forest continues to turn up interesting sightings. This month it was Swift Parrots and a Fuscous 
Honeyeater. Keep your eyes open and the reports coming in. We use them all. 


Observations were submitted by (BAt) Bryant Attwood, (BH) Brian Hart, (CGo) Colin Goldburg, (GW) Gwendolyn Hall, (HS) Hans 
Streefkerk, (JB) John Bottomley, (JCo) Joan Cohan, (MHe) Marilyn Hewish, (MAC) Margaret Cameron, (PSt) Pat Streeflerk, (RBa) 
Ray Baverstock, (RBu) Rohan Bugg, (RMc) Rob MacKenzie, (RH) Rachel Turner, (VC) Vernon Cohan. 


Species No. Date Comments Observer 
Cape Barren Goose 116 14/2/01 40 at Lake Weering. 76 at Lake Martin. RMc, MAC 
Pink-eared Duck 120 7/3/01 Lake Modewarre. RMc 
Cattle Egret 9 7/2/01 Reedy Lake. RMc 
Yellow-billed Spoonbill 18 1/3/01 Reedy Lake. RMc 
Spotted Harrier 1 15/2/01 Laverton Lake Reserve. RBu 
2 7/3/01 Lake Modeware. One adult and one brown juvenile. RMc 
Black Falcon 2 26/2/01 Lake Corangamite. RMc, JB 
1 26/2/01 Inverleigh, 8 km west of town. RMc, JB, MAC. 
1 3/3/01  Curlewis. RMc 
1 7/3/01 Lake Modewarre. RMc 
1 15/4/01 Lara, St.Laurence Park. CGo 
Brolga 2 10/4/01 7 km north of Winchelsea. HS, PSt 
17 14/2/01 Lake Weering. RMc, MAC 
Spotless Crake 2 5/2/01 Jerringot. Also on 28/2/01. RMc 
1 23/3/01 Lara. Also 15/4/01. CGo 
Black-tailed Native-hen 1 11/10/00  Bellbrae. GW 
Black-tailed Godwit 1 14/3/01 Swan Bay. Near Duck Island. RMc 
Bar-tailed Godwit 100s. 14/3/01 Swan Bay. Near Duck Island. RMc 
Whimbrel 2 19/3/01 Swan Bay. Near Duck Island. RMc 
Great Knot 70+ 14/3/01 Swan Bay. Near Duck Island. RMc 
Red Knot 100s. 14/3/01 Swan Bay. Near Duck Island. RMc 
Banded Stilt 12,000+ 14/2/01 Lake Martin. RMc, MAC 
Pacific Golden Plover 46 14/3/01 Swan Bay. Near Duck Island. A few showing breeding plumage. RMc 
Grey Plover 22+ 14/3/01 Swan Bay. Near Duck Island. RMc 
Double-banded Plover 13 20/2/01 Lake Victoria. RMc 
12 15/3/01 Hospital Swamp. RMc 
Gull-billed Tern 1 14/2/01 Lake Martin. RMc, MAC 
Crested Pigeon 2 15/4/01 Staughton Vale Road at entrance to Anakie Gorge. MHe 
Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo 28 25/3/01 Bacchus Marsh. This is a large flock for this location. MHe 
Gang Gang Cockatoo Up to 14/1/01 - Leopold. Feeding on seeds of Ironbark, Tallowood & White Cedar. RMc 
23. 20/3/01 
3+ 9/4/01 Highton. Feeding on green seed capsules of Liquid Amber. RBa 
Swift Parrot 6 28/03/01 Long Forest on Djerriwarrh Creek. RBu 
2 29/03/01 Long Forest in flowering Grey Box on Djerriwarrh creek. MHe 
Orange-bellied Parrot 3 26/3/01 L. Connewarre / Barwon River, Also 11 on 2/4 and 20 on 10/4/01. RMc, JB 
White-throated Needletail 6-8 6/3/01  Mt.Duneed - Angelsea Rd. 7pm - humid evening. RT 
100+/- 20/3/01 Anglesea. RMc 
2 24/3/01 Leopold. Flying North. RMc 
Fork-tailed Swift 1 16/3/01 Leopold. Flying South. RMc 
Chestnut-rumped Heathwren 1 15/4/01 Anglesea on No 2 Road. BH 
Speckled Warbler 1-2 24/3/01  Coimadai Creek, Oldhouse, Long Point and Sheep Tracks. MHe 
Southern Whiteface 3 1/3/01 You Yangs. RMc 
Fuscous Honeyeater 3 12/4/01 Long Forest on Coimadai Creek. Also 1 on 13/4/01 MHe 
Jacky Winter Several. 25/3/01 You Yangs. JCo, VC 
2 4/4/01 Buckleys Falls. Also one on 12/4/01. BAt 
Red-capped Robin 2 11/3/01 Long Forest on Djerriwarrah Track. (2 on 29/3/01 MHe) RBu 
Flame Robin 6 23/3/01 Ocean Grove Nature Reserve. Brown birds. BH 
1 30/3/01 Werribee, Pt Wilson Rd. male bird in full breeding plumage. JB 
4 3/4/01 Begola Wetlands. Brown birds. BH 
Dusky Woodswallow 2 25/3/01 You Yangs. JCo, VC 
Singing Bushlark 3 7/3/01 Lake Modewarre. RMc 
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